Name: _____________________________________________________ Pd.: ________ Date: ______________________


[image: image1.png]



H – Habitat Destruction
Forests all over the world are being cut down and burned for many reasons. 
Forests in the tropics are cleared to make room for farms. But tropical forest soil is very poor, and so farmers have to keep moving on and destroying more and more forests to grow their crops.

International companies also cut down forests for their timber, or to make room for other plantations, in which most native animals and plants cannot survive.

Each year, 1% of the world's tropical forest is destroyed. This doesn't seem like much but it all adds up, and is not good news for native plant and animal species.
Wetlands - lakes, ponds, marshes, swamps and rivers - are also very threatened habitats.
Most wetlands in Europe and North America have been drained over the last two hundred years. This has affected the normal migration and breeding patterns of many water birds, which now are restricted to only a few remaining wetland areas.

Although natural habitats are often completely destroyed, they can also be broken up into lots of isolated patches.
These patches may be separated by roads, fields or human habitation, and may become too small to support the species that depend on them. This process of habitat fragmentation is the main reason for the decline of many animals and plants.

I – Invasive species

Invasive or introduced pest species have caused many native animals and plants to become extinct across the world.
People use a lot of different crops and domesticated animals for farming, and a lot more animals and plants (like mice, rats, cockroaches and weeds) live and thrive around us even if we don't want them to!

As people have spread around the world, they have taken many of these species with them, either deliberately or accidentally.

But introduced species often have a very harmful effect on native species. For example, 24 rabbits were introduced to Australia in 1859 for hunting. Rabbits breed quickly, and, in an environment without any of their natural predators, their numbers increased so quickly that in less than a hundred years there were 600 million across the whole continent! The rabbits took over the resources and habitats of native species, like the bandicoot, which is now endangered.

Some people still transport animals from one country to another, smuggling exotic species for an illegal trade. This isn't good, as history tells us that animals can only be introduced to a new habitat after extensive scientific study has shown that these introductions can only benefit the environment and not damage native species.
P – Pollution

Pollution contaminates the natural environment with harmful substances produced by human activity.

An obvious example of pollution is an oil spill. This happens when oil is released accidentally into the sea from a tanker, pipeline or refinery. The spill forms a thin layer of oil, called a slick, poisoning sea life, and damaging the fur and feathers of seabirds and mammals.

Much more widespread forms of water pollution result from sewage or fertilizers making their way into rivers, lakes or the sea. These increase the amount of algae and bacteria, which starve the water of oxygen as they decompose, threatening animal life.

Car exhaust fumes are an obvious form of air pollution. Production in factories and other industry can have very serious effects on the environment by releasing molecules like sulphur dioxide or nitrogen oxide into our atmosphere. These molecules can dissolve in water droplets in clouds to form acid rain, which damages forests and kills fish and other water animals.

Carbon dioxide gas is naturally released when we breathe out, but burning fuels releases a lot more. The gas builds up in the atmosphere and traps heat, causing the Earth's temperature to slowly rise over time. This is known as the greenhouse effect. Over time it will create many changes in climate, such as widespread floods and storms, which will have a negative impact on both people and natural environments.

P – Population

The growth of the human population is the biggest threat to natural environments today. 
One hundred years ago, there were one billion people in the world. Now there are over six billion!

Quite simply, there isn't enough room for natural environments to coexist with all these people, and the land they need to provide them with food and shelter.

What was the world's population when you were born? And how quickly is it increasing? These are important questions for people who want to conserve endangered species.

C – Climate Change

The rapid nature of climate change is likely to exceed the ability of many species to migrate or adjust. Experts predict that one-fourth of Earth’s species will be headed for extinction by 2050 if the warming trend continues at its current rate.
Many species are already feeling the heat:

In 1999, the death of the last Golden Toad in Central America marked the first documented species extinction driven by climate change.

Due to melting ice in the Arctic, polar bears may be gone from the planet in as little as 100 years.

In the tropics, increased sea temperatures are causing more coral reefs to “bleach,” as the heat kills colorful algae that are necessary to coral health and survival.

Several U.S. states may even lose their official birds as they head for cooler climates — including the Baltimore oriole of Maryland, black-capped chickadee of Massachusetts, and the American goldfinch of Iowa.
O – Overharvesting or Overhunting
Many of the world's biggest and most impressive animals, such as whales, elephants, rhinos and tigers, are now all rare because they were hunted heavily in the past.
People wanted whale oil and whale meat, elephant ivory, and rhino and tiger trophies. Although all of these animals are now protected by law from excess hunting, illegal poaching still continues.

Other species are overharvested - they are used faster than they can be replaced - which is likely to lead to decline and extinction.
Cod is now too rare to be caught in many areas off the coast of America and in the North Sea - and the situation is the same for many other types of fish. Plant species can also be easily overharvested - the Brazil nut tree might be in danger of extinction, because not enough of its nuts are being left in the rainforest to grow into new trees.
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